Jennifer Sardo Infirri (née Atkinson, born in 1942 in Perth, Australia) passed away on 10 July 2018. Though she shied away from the limelight, she remains one of the unsung protagonists of contemporary dental public health. Her vision and pioneering work championed the development of approaches to improve the oral health of the world's poorest and most disadvantaged populations.
Jennifer Jennifer's strength was the translation of concepts into action. She was among the earliest advocates of silver diamine fluoride (SDF) to arrest caries. Through her engagement, a number of field trials were initiated to strengthen the evidence of SDF. She used her multifarious contacts to help establish the first ART field trial in Thailand in the early 90s. What started as a small demonstration project, initially for refugees in developing countries, has, over the past 30 years, provided a springboard for basic oral healthcare, and the transition towards minimally invasive restorative dentistry.
Jennifer had a particular interest in innovative task shifting where appropriate oral health activities are performed by primary health personnel in contexts where dentists remain scarce. She supported the development of oral health training programmes for community health workers, nurses and teachers. In collaboration with a number of NGOs, she contributed to the development of several training manuals on the delivery of basic oral care.
After Many of Jennifer's concepts on oral healthcare in disadvantaged communities were detailed in the publication The root cause -a proposal for action (1999), co-authored with Raman Bedi. Almost twenty years later, the content still provides inspiration for anyone working in oral health for the poorest.
Jennifer will be remembered not only through her enormous contribution to global oral health, but also by how she influenced countless others in their thinking, attitudes and public health actions. Her enthusiasm, persistence, analytic mind and her natural joy of life will be missed by all who had the privilege of working with her.
Christopher Holmgren and Patrizia Di Caccamo
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The BDA Benevolent Fund has been working for over 130 years to ensure that no dentist is unsupported in times of need or crisis. Our ultimate aim is to reach more people in need. We need dentists in all areas of the UK to help spread the word.
If you know someone who is finding it hard to cope, make sure they know about the BDA Benevolent Fund. If we can help, we will. Share, like and keep up to date with our efforts on our 
